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FOREWORD
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Rt W, Bro, BERTRAM GUILLAUME

Provincial Grand Master

T has hbesn obwvious for sames time

Laal our oramises in Drincess Slreel,
Morthampton, were inadoeguate for the
nesds ol Lthe Lodges, Cheplers end
other arders ot Freemasaney mesiing
thare and as the Frovineial Heacouarters,
The lact that thev are situated in the
centre al lhe aea scheduleos Tor re-
developmant in the town will necessitate
removal to anothor site somawhat earlier
than anticipsled,

| commend to you and solicit your
supporl for iy gooedl for funds to
enable the Comoittes, cwchich |oweas
requested o form in Movember 1887, 10
irplement e plans detaileg in this
Frochure,

| Teel conlident thal Lhe gengrosity of
the Hretaren wall matcn that ot our
prodooessors and chable us to hand on
an heritage equal o the needs of to day
and those o many vears o come.

In considaring tae Boures reterred to o
this Brocaure it is well 1o remember that
g proportion of the cost ol Ihe new site
and kuilding sl be met by the foresighl
ancl generosity of those who have gone
bofore us.

Sy Y/

maptember 1963
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W. B H. O

LEWIS

HE Tirst masonic lodge in

Mortharmptan met al The George
Hetel 1t owas founded in 1730 and
erased in 1755, [he Lodge of Harmony
al The White [lart in The Drapery, was
wiarranted in 1789, but lasted only a vear
or two, Its warrant was used a tew
vears later to establish a new lodge al
Baston, Lings,

When Momlret Lodge was warranted
in 1815 s chances of aurvival wers
slight. It met first at The Fountain {late
re-named The Critenon) and its eleven
founders were an odd assortment of
brethren drawn lrom three different con
slitulions, andwith widely differing views
as to cormecl procedura. Helped by Grand
Loage they reached a mensure of agroo-
mentthaugh they losl bvo Tounders in the
process, and the lodge did not recover
from this early setback for several voars.
Indecd, during this difficulr periad only
Ihe enthusinsm and constancy of a single
Individual prevented total collapse.

Attandances were scanty, sometimes
there were insullicient membears present
lo open the lodge. o 1836 there were
only thirleen members on Lhe register
and they were not attending regularhy.

Then came a sudden and remarkable
change. By 1838 membership had
grosn 10 81, and in 1840 a new lodge,
the Lodge ot Merit, was foundad, A [ew
years later, however, Lhe neow lodge
migrated o Oundle and Fomfret was
alone once more,



Franvits earhiest vears a certain nuriber
ol members disapproved of mastings
oeing hele on licsnsed pramisss. In
1825 it was resolved “tar the good of
masonry 1o remove 1o o crivale mom’™
The lodge hired a rovm &t the Guidhall,
but six months later the expeariment nad
tailed, and the lodge was hack again in
el analher public house, Tor fifty voars
Lrathren talksd wagusly of having a
mascnic home of thair owen, but the
lodyge was nol strang enough to take any
practical stap,

In 1875, howveover, decisive action was
Laker. liits sarly days most ol he lodge
rrembers weare artizans, but now Lhey
were business and professional rmen,
properly cweners and men of substance,
Early i the year sintable pramizes were
on offer in Aoingtan Strect, and befare
the year end Lhey had been bought,
rebhuilt and converted into a Masonic
Hall for £2,000,

There was an immediale upsurge of
intarest Pomfret | adgs and its RA.
Chapter grow rapidly, while 1n 1848
Eleanur Cross Lodye was conscoratod.
In 1858 Simon de St Lie Mark Lodge
wind foundad and in 18871 elagre Lodge
weas formad. Sooafter only six woars
the mazzme home ol which generations
af brathran had dreamed was already
praving too small.

There fallowed an even bolder act ot
lailt, Only NiMean vears after the oponing
at the first masonic ball, & new sile had
hean haught in Princess Strest, and
soacious now oromises had Boen boilt
Al thal paint the past merges into the
aresent, the spacious building of 1890 s
avercrowdad, and  after 70 years of
sarvice to frecmasonry it must needs be
realaced. Morthampton masonry once
mare 13 an the march,

Enlranue 1o
Masanic Hall
Aningtan Stest
MNarthampton

Clpened 1875




THE

PRESENT

1T
Wy

B

iy

CUTTOLFH

L TFoundation Stone of the
T prosant bnlding was laid on Bth
seplemiber, 1883, by [, W. Bro, |he
Farl of Fuston, DL, Provincial Grand
Master. At that ceremaony  a  phial
conlaining plens of the building and of
other items were deposiled in a covity of
the stona. At the subssquent banguet
held atthe Peacock Hatel, the Prowv. Grand
Master spoke on the need for masonic
learning and by the gift of a personal
donation for the purchase ot books, may
be rightly considerad the founder of cur
prasent likbrary.

Ihe work of building procesdad apace
ancl on 2bth Seplember, 1890, Provincial
Grand Lodge met in the new oremises
under the Banners of the three Neorth-
ampton Lodges, Pomfret 360, Cleanar
Crogs 1784 and De la Pre 1911, lor the
purpases of dedicating and consacrating
them. The ceremoanies were again carnad
out by the BoOW. Prowvincial Grand
Master in the presence ot a very dis-
tinguished company.

Some twia vears atter, an 24th Qolober,
1882, Kingsley Lodge 2431 was con-
secrated.

Then lullowed o penod of consolida-
tion and steady progress, but it was not
urtil 31st January, 1910, hat & further
newy lodge was conssorated in North-
ampten, that being the Naorthants and
Hunts Lodge ol Inslalled Masters Mo
3422,

Almast teelve menths after the ending
uf the 1914-18 war, during which the
premises amply justifisd their exislence,



51, John's Lodge Mo, 3272 was con-
secrated on 8th October, 127148, this
heing the sistn oratt lodge o make full
yse of the building in the thirty yvears
since 1ts conception and complelion:

The last hall cantury has sesn sume-
wehat mare rapid growett in the nomiber af
lndges consecraled and using the facihi-
ties allarded, wiilat the Englana’s Contra
Lodge 29595, which was consecrated in
1895 and orginally met at Weedan,
removed 1o Northampton in September,
1849,

The pnumber of cralt lodges which
nowvy meel here, including those already
mentioned, 15 thireen. In addition, the
premises afford a home for five Royal

The Masonic. =all
Priricess St
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Aty Chaplers and some seven other
degrees  |lhus 1t may ke seen that the
hopes and  wishes  of our llustious
vredecessors in building and comalating
them hawve bean fulfillad,

With the cassing of the vears and our
changing  social  struclure  there has
necessarly tolowed some change in the
pattern of usage as o Club whers
brethrers may meel Tor social purposes,
but they still till this need iy a very real
Y

VWWith aur physical resources now laxed
to the limit, and future expansion of our
activitios hoth masonic and social wall in
mind. we lock Torward with confidence
tz the years that lie ahead.



he Library and Reading Room, Masenic Hall, Drincess Street, Northamoton



THLE
FUTURE

Bro. F. A EALIMER
¢ Frovimeial Grard M

DOKING  inta the future of
[reemasunsy in Narhampton at this
particular moment of time is bound

to be speculative and challenging, Be-
cause ol lneg lowen's expdansion  pro
gramme it s nevitable that thare will be
a big increase in our numbers over tho
nexl hifteen vears, so lel us iy lo ensure
that this growth s steady and progressive
ralbier Lhan rapid or uncontrolled. As
so0n &8s we have a new home i owehich
tn accommodate thom, thare will be a
nesd Lo creale new lodges. 42 some of
our older loddges are becoming rather
too large for the comfort and well being
of their members, The entire philosophy
of frecrmasoney s built around the -
dividual—Lne grection of a moral edifice
wiatnin the heart of a man. Al ils
symaalism s individual symibalism ;. all
e tradition and praclice iy aimed af
making incdiaduals wasar, better and
tnerefore happier. The best results will
ae achieved oy omare and smaller lodyges
wihere more drathren can be put 0
wiork and swhere g warmer and mora
intimate fraternzl spint can dewvelon,

The Torturies of every lodge degend
upon the character ot irs |ﬁt-d5|'5 and
the demands upon lsadorship im0 the
vears ahead are going o ke exacling.
T.o“wﬂhmmg that mast imtiates andd
jaining members of loday are masters of
tomarraw anc that aur paramount aim
must b 1o ogreserve the tracitions and
Migh standards ol our ladges as weell
as e loyalty of their mambers, there 15
4 need to be ever more watchful owver
syatems of selecting candidates, so that
the harmony of our ladges can never
be disturbed, 1T we are Lo be Taithlul o
our aertage we must continug to be
truly selective in our policy and s
command the resoect of the oulside
werrr ol by e wenrls anel by oo hiehasionr,
thal orly Lhose wilh the right credentialg
and the highsst ideals may expect o
cair admission ta our Order.

Fe ness ounlding on the site n
S5t Gearge's Awvenue is planned by
Svchilzols Rex Bovan and Pennock 1o be
feacdy someatime i 1872 al an estimatod



cost ol £225000. The design will he
sesn to be dignitied yvel gimple and large
cnough o accommodate &t least Lwo
mealings un the same cvening. The
capital cost will e a formidable burden
tu bear, particularly in the early yvears.

We must aim o collecl by donation or

loan at leaat £100,000 before building
commences or the whole project could
e swamoed by inleresl  charges,
Having built aur new home we must be
wepared Tor a substantial increase

FIRST FLOOR PlaN

FIRST FLOOR

Evilrance lu the Tirst floor is by the main
staircase or it o vig lhe secondary
staircase which gives direct access Irom
car park level,

A spacious landing cr gallery is provided
around the central stair well from which
are enlered Lhe bavo temples via the ants
rooms and  Iyler rooms. Lthe Library,
Committee Room, G.L.O. Bobing Room
and Ledge Roam. Also on this flaar are
Administrative  Otfices, Stores, Toilets
and Lhe slewards guarters,

I is proposed Lhal certain antiguas from
the mussum should be disolaved on the
landing/fgallery at the Sauth Fast endl
appasite the Library,

annual maintengnce costs. Such s the
nature of our task ang the challenge to
each and overy one of us during be nesxl
decace,

- Let us never dount that this project
15 capable of sllainment, docause those
who accept that freemasansy is worth
a greal deal of cofforr and & greal
daal of sacrtice will recognise aur duty
lu posterity and see our new head-
quarters buill, established and naid tor,

Loy i S e e,
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Meswe Blasoric [lall, 51, Gaorge's Avanus, Morlbampton

TEMPLES

The large temple will provide sealing
for 150 Brethren and the smeall temple tor
75 to 80 oretaren.

REHEARSAL ROOM

A lodge room s provided for renearsals
and this has a small ante room adjoining.

STEWARD'S FLAT

A three nedraom lal with kitchen, hath-
room, dining reom and lounge s pro
vided [or Lhe steward.
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GROUND FLOOR

The ground tloor has been divided into
Club Roams, Dining Rooms, Closkroom,
Toilets and Scrvice arcas.

The mzin entrance Trom 51 George's
Swenig enters inlo a vestioule and than
imte the main antrance nall fram winich
all rooms e e ground Tleer bave
access. |he hall passes thraugh two
storeys and will be lighted by natural
lighting from L roaf.

DINING ROOMS

Twao dining rooms are provided, the
large one will accommaodate 250 persons
and comprises slege and dressing rooms,
| e small dining reom will accammadate
120 persons. Both dining rooms aro
divided by folding partitions which can
he cpenad up to allow the rooms to bhe
used togelher for large Tunctions. A
small service bar which can e used Tor
wines and cocktails is situated betwoeon
e vy roorms.

KITCHEN, SERVERY, ETC.

The xilchen is olaced o orovide easy
sarvice 1o both dining roams.

1

dinlngraom
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Menar hasaric | lall, 5t Gecrge’s Avenue, Mortlampton

LADIES TOILET & POWDER ROOM

Toilet accommaodation 1s provided with
a poweder room adjoining for lady guests.

ROBING AND TOILETS

A large robing roam is provided oll Lhe
mdin entrance hall and this will be
adequataly furnished wilh hanging rails,
lockers, ete. Tollets are suitably situated
adjoining the robing room and adjacent
T the clulk rooms. Cloakroom facililies
for use of persons attending the club
arg provided separdlely,

Bars

Tweo large bars are provided, one a men
only bar and the other & lounge bar
wehich could, if desired, be used for the
antertaining of lady guesls.

Billiards Room

A large billiards room is provided, ade-

uuale in size, L accommodate three full
size tables with seating tor spectators.

Bar Service

Ao cormman bar servery s provided,
sarding hoth bars and billiards roam
direct, Adeguets beer and wing storage
ig provided at the rear of the bar and
BEMVOTY.
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BAZERMENT FI GOR PLAN - M Mazanic all, St Gearge's Avonus: Norlbznplon

THE STRUCTURE

1T is intended o construct the building
wilh & reinforced concrete frame, aus-
pended concrete floors and ool The
ground floor will be faced with hand
made bricks and the Tirst floor, which is
aet in from the tace af the ground floor,
with precast hammered cnd  moulded
exposed agaregate panels,

It 15 intendec that the intermal finishings
should ne of good guality ard finished
noa manner Loowshich all memoers may
bo justly proud.

SITE

Accoss to tho site for wehicular trattic
iz obitained from Brick Kiln Lane which
15 toothe West of the site. Az a certain
amount of filling has already boen carried

out, it is recommeandad that the new
building should have pile foundations
which will be supported by the clay
strata some 120 0° to 15 0* below
existing ground level,

CAR PARK

In wiew of the difference in levels
belween lhe rogd and the existing ground
lewel, 1t s proposed to make use of this
by providing car parking undernaath the
buidding which will be supported an
columns. Access to the ground Hoar will
be provided by lift and staircase fram a
nentral entrance hall,

,ﬂxrran_gnlmpn‘:s nave heen made o buy
arn adjcining plot of land far additional
open & parking,
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W, Bro. B..C.T. DYER
Secretary of the Appeal

HE dJoregoing  pages  will  have
indicated  to wvou  what  ree-
masonry has moant to many Brethren
aof the past, what it means to us to day
and what we hope it halds for us and
mamy more of to-morrees. The question
“What of o -marrow 27 s where your
responsibilily lies to-day.

Since 1880 Prncess Street has haen
the Masonic Home of soveral thausand
Morthampton Fresmasons—oircum-
slances nowe  dictate  another Home,
What then do owe as Bretoren ol the
Craftoact out to achiove ¢ What will it
cost us ? Howe can we halp?

At ths tme of alr story 11 does ns
goad to reflect and consider our Masanic
abligations  and  responsibiliies, We
wrrnesd dccepl our responsibility 1 far no
athar reasan than to acknowledge our
et to our predecessors, We knowe that
many will give generously, and sorme
“only accarding ta therr means”, but we
are cartain that each Brothor swill ploy
nis oart.

[hose of us concerned with the linan-
cing of this ambitious project are awars
of the many calls baing made upon
gvery individual to-day, but aur hope of
succnss is based on our confidence Lhal
as Brethiren in the Craft, our cancearn waill
be your concern. | et evary Brother be
glad to ba associafod with our new
projact, so thatin lime 1o come hewall be
proud 1o remember that he assisted in
praviding a home for the generalions
vat 1o he of Morthamplon Fregmasans
and Feadouarters Tor the Prowvince of
Morthamplonshire and Huntingdonshire,



WAYS
OF

GIVING

0 collect so large a sum of monay
T as F200,000 15 & tormidable taszk,
and it can anly De achisved byooan
organised system of giving. It wauld be
umwise 1o leave the success of the
Mppeal 10 haphazard donations.

Accordingly it is recommended that a
par capdla basis should  gpply which
means that sach Brother iz azked o
accopt rospanaibility fos apnrosimately
£200,

In proceeding with the new building,
iowetll b necessary Lo Tund e project
over a period ot vears, which will involve
the Apponl Committes 0 substartial
iplerest chariges. The urgency, therefore,
ircollecting a cansiderable sum o in the
first twee or three vears ot the lite of Lthe

Appeal will be apparant tooall.

The members of the &ppeal Com
mitlgs have given much thought 1o the
weays and rmieang of giving, ard commeanid
the  fallowadng far your
consgidoral on:

SLOQEsLons

1. Qulnghl donations by brethren and
ldges.

2. Annual, halfyearly or  quarterly
danations by brethren and lodgoes
over a pariod of vears,

3. Adopl an annual unit under the
“token uml scheme” ol £5, F10,
D25 or Fol) A greater unil can be
adooted by arrangement. | hase may
ae laken oul by brethren and fadges.

Interost free laans by brethren and
ludges, Loans should prefarably be
of nal less Lhan £100, and the torm
of the loan far 3 minimum expectad
period of 5 wvears Bepavahle al
Lhree months’ notics,

:r."\.
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Interest bearing lnans by brethren
and lodges. Loans should preferanly
be ol nel less than £500, and the
term of the loan for g mindmum
expectod poriod of 5 owears. Re-
davable al six montns” aotice.

5

Gifts 0 kand swall be accepted oy
arrargement with the &ppeal Com-
mittes,

=

Legacizs. Tha Anaeal Fund might be
censidered by some brethron o be o
suitalle abject o g Legaoy,

<o

Snonymouds  donations owall ba
wealevrne gand Lhe wishes of donors

rasnected

| e miembers of the Aooeal Coarmenillee
will e pleased to gve parsonal advics
Loy grvy nrothor,
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